
Twenty-�ve orcas 
have died at 
SeaWorld since 
1986—that’s an 
average of one 
per year. The life 
span of an orca
in the wild is 30 
years for males 
and 50 years
for females,
but orcas at 
SeaWorld live 
only an average 
of 14.7 years.

Some orcas at SeaWorld were torn away from their families in the 
wild—some driven toward their captors by the explosions of underwater 
bombs—while others are born in captivity to orcas who were forcibly 
impregnated in order to churn out new performers. One orca, Katina, 
was bred when she was only 9 years old, far younger than orcas breed
in the wild, and was even bred with one of her sons. Another orca, Corky, 
was kept continuously pregnant for almost 10 years while captive
at SeaWorld and another facility. These orcas need your help!

Save Dolphins and Whales:

HAVE YOU EVER  WONDERED WHERE
SEAWORLD GETS ORCAS FROM?
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In 2010, a trainer at SeaWorld was killed by an orca named Tilikum. According to 
witnesses, Tilikum grabbed the trainer by the hair, pulled her into the water, threw her 
around like a rag doll, and then held her underwater until she drowned. Her arm and scalp 
were severed. This didn’t have to happen. There is not a single recorded incident of an 
orca attacking a person in the wild. Just as with other tragic endings to captive-animal 
stories, this heartbreaking incident demonstrates that wild animals belong in the wild.

IT'S NOT JUST DOLPHINS AND WHALES WHO DIE AT SEAWORLD.

In the wild, dolphins and whales 
swim up to 100 miles a day in the 
open ocean but, when captive, are 
con�ned to small tanks that, to 
them, are the size of a bathtub.
The reverberations from their sonar 
bounce off the walls of the tanks, 
driving many insane. And captive 
orcas are forced to learn and 
perform circus-style tricks.
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People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
2154 W. Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90026 • 323-644-7382 • peta2.com • Facebook.com/peta2 • @peta2

Marine mammal parks teach all the wrong lessons: that it is acceptable to
imprison animals, to deprive them of freedom of movement, to deny them 
the chance to establish their natural territory and 
explore, to breed and separate them as 
we please, and to watch them go 
insane from boredom and loneliness.

HELP ANIMALS BE FREE! 
NEVER buy a ticket to a marine mammal 
park, and ask The Blackstone Group—
the company that owns SeaWorld—to release 
the animals to seaside sanctuaries that can 
provide them with a more natural environment. 
Just visit peta2.com/SeaWorld to help.
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